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It’s on the news. It’s in the 
streets. It’s in the school bath-
rooms. The use of e-cigarettes 
has spread across the nation, 
especially high school. Some 
Pike students have expressed 
their want for change. 

Students in Ilesha Sher-
rer’s Principles of Biomedical 
Sciences class are partner-
ing with the Marion County 
Health Department and Truth, 
a national campaign aimed 
at eliminating teen smok-
ing in the United States. For 
their first assignment, they 
were asked to find a way to 
promote a healthy lifestyle in 
their school, one without the 
use of tobacco. 

The students hung ap-
proximately 400 posters 
around the school. Students 
designed the posters and 
the Truth campaign digitized 
them. Some posters contain 
the phrase “Don’t test on our 
humans. Others say, “Don’t 
be a fool, don’t do Juul.” A 
Juul pod is a popular vaping 
device. 

Many students are con-
cerned about the recent spike 
in the usage of vaping prod-
ucts among their classmates.  

“It’s distracting (students) 
from everything, whether it’s 
extracurriculars at school or 
regular life,” said sophomore 
Jordan Priest, a student in the 
biomed class.

The National Institutes of 

Health found that nationwide, 
about 37 percent of 12th-
graders engaged in vaping 
in 2018, compared with 28 
percent in 2017. 

“Vaping is really affecting 
students more than adults,” 
said biomed student Simone 
Bailey, a sophomore.

The anti-vaping effort 
Biomedical students campaign against e-cigarettes
BY SYMONE CLOYD
Reporter

Photo courtesy of 
Ilesha Sherrer

Biomedical 
science stu-
dents hang 
an anti-Juul-
ing poster 
above a 
group of 
lockers. 
Their effort 
is part of  a 
partner-
ship with 
the Marion 
County 
Health 
Department 
to stop the 
usage of e-
cigarettes.

SEE VAPING ON PAGE 5

Teachers 
go ‘Red 
for Ed’
Thousands 
protest during  
Statehouse rally
BY AUDRA MANAHAN
Reporter

On Nov. 19, the Indiana 
Statehouse was packed with 
teachers. The educators, rang-
ing from the kindergarten to 
high school level, wore red 
T-shirts as they protested pay 
scales and policies in the Indi-
ana public education system. 

Indiana is currently the 
lowest-ranking state in teach-
er pay, with first time teach-
ers starting at an average 
salary of $35,241, according 
to theindychannel.com. Many 
teachers find themselves hav-
ing to work two or three jobs 
in order to financially support 

SEE TEACHERS ON PAGE 11
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For Fall Break, while most 
students were sleeping, the 
orchestra traveled to Florida 
to perform at Disney World 
and to have a good time. 

Grady Emmert, the orches-
tra director, explained what 
the group had to do to get 
accepted by Disney’s perform-
ing arts program.

“Typically, we will send 
them a video of our fall 
concert from the previous 
year and our rock orchestra 
concert, and they were blown 
away by both of those. I think 
it was the very next day they 
called us and said, ‘Welcome 
back,’” Mr. Emmert said.

The orchestra also per-
formed at Disney in 2017. The 
program traveled to Italy in 
2015 and Chicago in 2018.

Assistant orchestra director 
Grover Parido described the 
application and planning 
process.

“It is at least a year-long 
process of advertising the trip 
(and) getting the details. The 
music has been rehearsed 
since May; it takes some time 
to do that. If you don’t do 
that, the performance is not 
as successful. We want our 
students to be on stage with 
a sense of confidence,” Mr. 
Parido said.

Students rehearsed each 
week to prepare.

Junior Rory Kelly, a 
cello player, said, “It gave us 
enough time to get to know 
each other as a group and 

also get prepared for the 
songs.”  

The orchestra left on Oct. 
13 and returned Oct. 17. 

“For this one, we kind of 
lucked out the way the flights 
were. We had to be at the 
airport at about three in the 
morning on Sunday. That 
gave us a whole extra day, so 
we had a beach day and then 
we had four days in the park 
with the performance day,” 
Mr. Emmert said.

Kelly, who had never been 
to Florida, described his expe-
rience.

“It was nerve-wracking on 
the stage, but it was also a lot 
of fun at the same time be-
cause it’s something not a lot 
of people get to do it. It was a 
cool experience,” he said.

Senior Jamel Walker played 
percussion for the orchestra 
during the trip.

“I think it was fun to 
perform somewhere else, (to) 
travel and then perform so we 
could see how real gigs work 

in real life,” Walker said.
Junior Camille Dobbs, a 

violinist, described how she 
felt during the performance. 

“It was just amazing,” 
Dobbs said. “I was nervous, 
but when I started to play, all 
that just went away and I did 
good on all three of my solos.”

Junior Skylar Kellogg, who 
also plays the violin, added, “It 
felt very exciting, and I felt like 
I got closer to the people in 
the orchestra.” 

Mr. Emmert explained 
what this opportunity is like. 

“It’s such an honor to be 
there,” Mr. Emmert said. “You 
know you’re playing for an 
international audience. I can’t 
tell you how many times I 
turned around and heard 
different languages from all 
around the world. People are 
watching you and taking in 
what we do from Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and that’s a real thrill 
for us.”

Orchestra performs at Disney World 
The four-day Fall Break trip required an audition and lots of rehearsal
BY ANNA BARRON

Reporter

In the top photo, sophomore Lucas Samberg, senior Jon 
Keith, sophomores Layla Good and Carmyn Mabon, and 
senior Stefan King tour Disney World. Above, the orchestra 
performs on stage.

Photos courtesy of Grady Emmert
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They work hard for the money
Some students run their own 
business to make extra cash
BY NADIA WATKINS

Reporter

Senior Ajaylin 
Spence, known as 
ajs_cupcakes on 
Instagram, has always 
been younger than 
the other kids in her 
grade. When other 
kids were able to 
get jobs, she found 
herself still having to 
wait because of her 
age. Her solution was 
to start her own busi-
ness selling baked 
goods. 

“I wanted to have 
a way to make money 
so I didn’t have to ask 
my mom for money 
all the time,” Spence 
said. 

Many students like Spence 
have also had similar trouble, 
or just want to be their own 
bosses. They provided tips 
and insight on how to start a 
business. 

All of Spence’s desserts 
are homemade, and she has 
spent years perfecting her 
craft. Throughout the years, 
she has been making changes 
to her recipes and buying new 
baking appliances. 

Maiah Spells started a busi-
ness as a nail tech. The junior 
began serving clients in her 
home after a friend noticed 
that she did her own nails. 

“I get to keep all my 
money,” said Spells, known as 

nailsbymaiah on Instagram.
Spells believes the hardest 

part about starting a business 
was building a clientele. Stay-
ing on top of trends is also 
important.

“When you first start out, 
people don’t know you exist, 
so you have to learn how 
to do the most popular art,” 
Spells said. 

Junior Faith Lawrence, 
known as amecamua on 
Instagram, turned her passion 
into a business when she be-
gan doing makeup. Her entire 
family has been her main 
support system, bringing her 
clients and even contributing

Photo courtesy of Ajaylin Spence

Senior Ajaylin Spence prepares her 
cupcakes to sell.

Part-time jobs provide life lessons 
as well as financial support
BY AKAIYA BRYANT

Reporter

Getting a part-time job is a 
priority for many high school 
students. While many con-
sider this as an opportunity 
to earn extra cash, a lot of 
students consider after-school 
jobs a working and learning 
experience. 

“Working this role has 
most definitely (improved 
my) communication skills,” 
said junior Derrick Jones, who 
works as a birthday party host 
at Western Bowl. “Often, I’ll 
have to talk with the parents. 
During those times, I come 
across some issues. Now, I’m 
able to address my issues 
more formally with teachers 
and peer classmates.”  

Jones prefers to consider 
his role as an opportunity to 
learn how to prioritize work 
and school.

“I usually request working 
on weekends, early mornings 
and late evening times. My 
schedule is really flexible with 
my job because I can just tell 
(them) that I can’t work that 
day and they just send some-
body else in,” Jones said. 

Jones is among many other 
Pike students who think of 
working part-time as a learn-
ing  experience. Since 2017, 
the school has issued 1,777 
work permits to students, 
according to the Student 
Services office. 

Sophomore Kameran SEE BUSINESS ON PAGE 10

Cook has worked at Ritter’s 
Frozen Custard for a couple of 
months. He said the experi-
ence has improved his ability 
to deal with people.

“There was this one 
situation where we told a 
customer no and then they 
repeated the same question 
that we answered. Being put 
in situations like these can 
(be) frustrating. I learned that 
not everybody understands 
certain things the same way,” 
Cook said. 

Business teacher Chad 
Bobb said having a part-time 
job or seasonal job helps 
build responsibility for stu-
dents. Mr. Bobb works with 
students who are interested 
in learning how to use digital 
tools like Microsoft Word in 
depth and transferring that 
skill to the workforce.

“I think sometimes stu-
dents don’t have a clear 
understanding on what the 
real world is. I think that 
since students have been in 
a bubble for 10 or 12 years, 
getting that exposure of work 
can also benefit (in) the class-
room,” he said. 

Lance Garvin, chair of the 
business department, said 
having a job gives students an 
idea of what they may want to 
pursue in the future. Having 
a part-time job, he said, can 
teach you time management 
skills and what it takes to 

SEE PART-TIME ON PAGE 10
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depend on, so whenever he 
struggles, his brother is there 
to help him. But he discov-
ered another helpful skill, as 
well.

BY JORDAN GARCIA

Athletes in ninth grade share how they excel in both school and sports

It’s the first year of high 
school for freshmen, and 
some take it to another 
level by joining a sport. Some 
freshman athletes discussed 
their struggles and the 
strategies that help them be 
successful in school as well as 
in their sport. 

Freshman Gabriel Mon-
toya, a swimmer, is also aim-
ing for an academic honors 
diploma. A challenge that he 
faces is homework. Advanced 
placement world history is 
one of the classes that is the 
most challenging for him, he 
said. He still manages to suc-
ceed in this class, though. Two 
key skills that Montoya uses 
to balance swimming and 
school is taking advantage of 
every minute he gets during 
class, and having full determi-
nation.

“I do my homework dur-
ing class whenever I get the 
chance, and during swimming 
practice, it is only for swim-
ming. If you want to pass, you 
have to be determined to 
pass. If you want to be good 
at swimming, you have to be 
determined to become good. 
You can’t just say you’re going 
to do it and not be focused on 
it,” said Montoya.

Freshman Cesar Morales 
finished his first season on 
the high school soccer team. 
Not only was Morales able to 
get the position he wanted, 
goalkeeper, but he competed 
on the varsity team. He was 

also in a soccer club outside 
of school. On Mondays and 
Tuesdays, Morales had an 
hour for schoolwork, then he 
had to go to his club practice. 
A challenge that he faces with 
being on a varsity team and 
managing his studies is time 
management. 

“It’s actually very hard be-
cause you don’t know when 
you’re going to get back, 
especially from away games. 
If  you have an away game, 
you’re most likely to come 
back around 9 or 10 p.m.,” 
said Morales. “You still have to 
study, do homework, and you 
don’t go to sleep til it’s late, 
so you really have to manage 
your time.”

Freshman Ethan Newcomb 
not only joined the tennis 

Reporter

Succeeding as freshmen

Photos by Jordan Garcia

Freshman 
Gabriel 
Montoya 
writes 
during an 
AP world 
history class 
while fresh-
man Ernesto 
Bermudez 
hits a ball 
during ten-
nis practice.

team, but he is also joining 
the swimming team this 
year. He knows that joining a 
high school sport is going to 
bring more challenges than it 
did in middle school. He has 
an older sibling that he can SEE FRESHMEN ON PAGE 12
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Titan Hoang, a senior, has 
a girlfriend who graduated 
last year. They began dating 
during the summer of 2015. 
Hoang described what it’s like 
to not be able to see her as 
much as he did before.

“It didn’t really affect me 
as much until school really 
started, and then I realized 
what it was like to go through 
school every day without 
her. But I eventually got a lot 
more acclimated to it,” he said. 
“I’m not up to date with her 
and she’s not up to date with 
me, so we don’t know what’s 
going on in our lives because 
she’s so busy with her college 
life and I’m so busy with my 
senior year.” 

High school relationships 
are difficult to navigate, and 
most believe that graduation 
will only throw a wrench in 
the already unstable gears of 
dating at this age. For some, 
this serves as a major deter-
rent when it comes to dating. 
For others, graduation marks 
the beginning of the end of a 
relationship. But others find 
ways around this stumbling 
block and continue on for the 
long haul.

Josh Gunnell graduated 
with the class of 2019. He now 
attends classes at Ivy Tech 
but still lives at home, which 
allows him and his girlfriend, 
Pike senior Carolina Retana-
Ibanez, to regularly go on 
dates and spend time togeth-
er. Retana-Ibanez remembers 

how she felt while knowing 
Gunnell would graduate 
before her.

“We really didn’t think 
about it. We kind of pushed 
that thought away because 
we didn’t want to get to that 
point where we think, ‘Oh, 
shoot, you’re leaving.’ No 
one wants their high school 
sweetheart to go away,” she 
said.

Joana Macedo, who 
graduated from Pike in 2016, 
recently got engaged to her 
high school boyfriend, Isaac 
Bucio. Despite the popular 
stigma that high school 
relationships are short lived, 
she and Bucio, who have been 
dating since their sophomore 
year, plan to marry on March 
14. 

“A lot of people say that 

high school relationships 
don’t last, but I believe it de-
pends on the couple. I think 
that me and him always have 
had this healthy relationship 
and we have always been 
honest with each other so I 
believe that’s why we’re still 
together,” she said.

She also talked about what 
might help current students 
maintain their relationships 
after graduation.

“My advice to a high school 
couple would be to be honest 
with each other,” she said. 
“Honesty is really what mat-
ters in a relationship.”

She added that little things 
can make a positive difference 
in a relationship:

“Every single little thing 
does matter. No matter how 
small you think it is, it counts.” 

BY COREY JONES
Reporter

In it for the long run

Photo by Corey Jones

Senior Carolina Retana-
Ibanez and her boyfriend, 
2019 Pike graduate Josh 
Gunnell, cuddle at the 
Indianapolis Muesuem of 
Art. Gunnell lives at home 
while taking classes at Ivy 
Tech, allowing the couple to 
spend time together.

How high school relationships can last past graduation
‘A lot of people say 
high school relation-
ships don’t last, but I 
believe it depends on 
the couple.’
-Joana Macedo, 2016 Pike 
graduate

‘No one wants their 
high school sweet-
heart to go away.’
-Carolina Retana-Ibanez,  
senior

One Pike student, who 
the Hi-Life chose not to 
identify for privacy purposes, 
described how vaping used to 
dominate her life.

“Everyday, all day, for four 
months straight,” she said, 
explaining how often she did 
it. The student said vaping 
affected her ability to breathe, 
as well as her mental health. 

Many students believe 
that Juuling is not as harmful 
as cigarettes. However, one 
Juul pod contains as much 
nicotine as twenty cigarettes, 
according to the Truth cam-
paign literature.

“It’s scary,” said junior Taylor 
Williams. “A lot of kids see it as 
cool and hip. But the reality is 
that it can harm us and maybe 
even kill us.”

Some students don’t think 
the poster campaign here 
will work. One student, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said, “They (students who 
vape) don’t look up from their 
phone to talk to people, so 
what makes anyone think that 
they’re gonna look up at a 
poster? And if they do, they’re 
not going to all of sudden be 
inspired to stop.” 

Some students have 
thrown the posters on the 
ground, ripped them and de-
faced them with phrases such 
as, “What if we want to Juul?”  

However, Bailey said one of 
her classmates stopped vap-
ing after he saw the posters.                                                                                                            

Assistant principal Monte 
Tapplar said the posters are 
useful.

 “It’s good to be proac-
tive with this particular 
circumstance that we are 
finding ourselves in, not just 
in school, but with youth in 
general,” he said.

VAPING CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Self expression through tattoos
Students discuss their body art experiences and the meanings behind them
BY ALAYNA DEMERY 
Reporter

Tattoos have been used as 
self expression for thousands 
of years. They have continued 
to be used throughout time 
and are now seen almost ev-
erywhere you go. In Indiana, 
a minor can get a tattoo with 
parental consent. Due to this, 
lots of students have tattoos. 

Students shared their 
experiences of receiving their 
first tattoo. 

“It was on my 16th birth-
day. I made the decision that 
day to get the tattoo. I asked 
my mom and my dad and I 
got this big lecture about it,” 
said junior Faith Lawrence. “I 
actually wasn’t going to get 
the tattoo that I have right 
now. But when I got there, my 
mom was like, ‘No, don’t get 
that tattoo,’ and I was really on 
the fence about it. So I talked 
to my tattoo artist and my 
mom, and I thought about it 
really hard, and I ended up 
getting a tattoo that I have 
right now and I really love it.”

Lawrence described her 
tattoo.

“Its a pair of eyes that 
symbolizes my passion for 
cosmetics, skin care and what 
I aspire to do for the rest of 
my life. I want to be a skin care 
therapist and I want to work 
in the cosmetics industry,” she 
said.

Lots of teens who get 
tattoos try to get one that’s 
important to them. Knowing 
this is a permanent decision, 

they put a lot of thought into 
it. Sophomore Kameran Cook 
said tattoos can help students 
express themselves.

“Many people don’t know 
how to explain themselves, 
so a lot of people can explain 
themselves in art. I feel like 
(tattoos help) students to 
elaborate and show every-
thing that they have been 
through or what they want to 
achieve,” Cook said. 

Cook’s tattoo depicts a 
clock surrounded by birds and 
roses.

“It represents (that) time 
never stops, so you can’t wait 
on nobody, you gotta do what 
you gotta do to get where 
you need to go because you 
don’t have forever to live. If 
you’re waiting on people, 
you’re not going to achieve 
your goals,” Cook said.

Freshman Yna Petilos 
honored a lost loved one with 
her tattoo.

“For my dad, he passed 
away around May of when I 
was in eighth grade,” Petilos 
said. “My tattoo has branches 
and leaves on the top, a heart 
in the middle, and it has 
roots.”

The tattoo also contains 
her father’s initials, she said.

Junior Kyson Allen also 
received a tattoo to honor 
his father, who died a couple 
years ago.

“I got ‘R.I.P Crazy J,’ which 
stands for my father. That was 
the nickname his family gave 
him. He was a wild kid. Then 
I got two doves in all these 
clouds and I got two roses 
and a sunrise. They show 
beauty and peace,” Allen said.

For others, a tattoo can 
simply convey something 
they are connected to. People 
may only see it for what it is, 
but to the owner, it carries a 
much deeper meaning. 

Sophomore Atiya Smith 

said she received a tattoo of 
lilies because as long as she 
can remember, she has been 
surrounded by and attached 
to them. 

“They’re, in a way, my 
anchor back to happiness,” 
she said.

When thinking of a tattoo, 
most think about how it looks 
and not about the time and 
pain that comes with it.

“The needle went in my 
arm and it started hurting 
and it started bleeding. I was 
about to tweak out, but it was 
just cool, I guess,” said sopho-
more Micheal Bell, recalling 
his experience.

Bell’s tattoo shows two 
hands clasped in prayer, with 
the words “Only God Can 
Judge Me.” 

“That’s the only person 
that matters,” he added.

Freshman 
Yna Peti-
los’s tattoo 
honors her 
father, who 
died when 
Petilos was 
in eighth 
grade.

Junior 
Kyson Al-
len’s tattoo 
shows his 
late father’s 
nickname, 
along with a 
heart, leaves 
and roots.

Lillies are 
“my anchor 
back to hap-
piness,” said 
sophomore 
Atiya Smith, 
so they’re 
part of her 
tattoo.

The pair 
of eyes on 
junior Faith 
Lawrence’s 
forearm 
symbolizes 
her “passion 
for cosmet-
ics,” she said.

Birds and 
roses sur-
round a 
clock adorn-
ing the 
forearm of 
sophomore 
Kameran 
Cook.

Sophomore 
Michael Bell 
chose hands 
clasped in 
prayer, with 
the words 
“Only God 
Can Judge 
Me.”

SEE TATTOOS ON PAGE 7
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An exceptional job
BY CORICIA ALLEN
Reporter

Felicia Gooden, the co-
chair of the exceptional learn-
ers department, has been 
working with Joanna Miller 
for five years.

“(There is) never a time 
when she’s not interact-
ing with her students. Ms. 
Miller shares a bond with her 
students on different levels so 
they feel comfortable around 
her and being with her,” Mrs. 
Gooden said. “She’s excellent. 
She wants the best for her 
students.”

Ms. Miller, a teacher in the 
exceptional learners depart-
ment, teaches students who 
have learning disabilities. 
She teaches in the PAC (Pike 
Access Community) program, 
which helps students even 
after they graduate, through 
ages 18 to 22. 

Ms. Miller takes her stu-
dents out of school to the 
store, to order food at restau-
rants and to complete other 
life skills tasks.

“Everybody needs to be 
exposed to jobs,” she said.

Ms. Miller said it’s impor-
tant to her that her students 
feel important. Therefore, she 
shows them they are impor-
tant to the community. She 
reminds her students that 
they’re capable of doing any-
thing they put their mind to. 

Another emphasis, she 
said, is that “we are really big 
on being kind to one another.”

Ms. Miller and her students 
will visit job sites in the com-

munity such as Walgreens, 
where they help stock shelves, 
Marco’s Pizza, where they bus 
tables, and the Pike library, 
where they help organize 
online books. 

This process, called job sit-
ing, helps students maintain 
a proper working schedule 
and to get used to the task of 
somebody telling them what 
to do. 

There are challenges. Some 
students can’t communicate 
like other students. So if they 
are having a hard day, they 
can’t express how they feel. 
Some of her students can’t 
communicate vocally, so she 
practices flashcards and sign 
language with them. One 

Joanna Miller works with students with special needs

student is deaf.
“I want all my students to 

feel comfortable at school,” 
said Ms. Miller.

Other life-skills strate-
gies she teaches her stu-
dents include the “dollar up” 
strategy, which teaches them 
how to make sure they have 
enough money to pay for an 
item. For example, if an item 
costs $4.39, a dollar up from 
that price is $5, so that’s how 
much they’d need to make 
the purchase.

Once the students gradu-
ate from the PAC program, 
they receive resources to help 
them find jobs and participate 
in similar programs after high 
school, Ms. Miller said.

Above, Joanna Miller 
talks with her students. 
At left, a schedule on her 
marker board keeps track 
of students’ birthdays, the 
week’s lesson plan and 
other events. “I want all my 
students to feel comfortable 
at school,” she said.

Photos by Coricia Allen

Allen said the pain of the 
needle piercing the skin 
wasn’t bad; it only stung 
when the needle was on his 
bone.

Even when students have 
the support of their parents 
or guardian, not everyone 
approves of a teen making 
such a permanent decision as 
a tattoo. 

Petilos, for example, said 
she had the support of her 
mom, but hardly anyone else. 
There seemed to be lots of 
judgment attached to getting 
a tattoo.

“Anyone in my family who 
wasn’t my mom told me I was 
too young and shouldn’t be 
allowed to make choices that 
are permanent such as a tat-
too,” said Petilos.

Lawrence said her dad’s 
reaction was the worst. 

“I told him I was going to 
get something small and he 
was just like, ‘Why would you 
do that?’” she said.

Most students said they 
would get another tattoo.

“Yeah, probably like on my 
right arm. Like a warrior, or 
something like that. Because 
I play sports, football and 
wrestling, and those types 
of sports you go into battle, 
and I’m not afraid to go into 
battle,” Allen said.

Smith said her next tattoo 
will be a sun because her 
mom has a tattoo of a moon.

Bell has plans for a tattoo 
to show how much he loves 
his mother.

“I’m getting one in like a 
month on my hand. It’s gonna 
be a rose. Its gonna represent 
my mom. She didn’t pass 
away, I just want her to know 
that I love her,” Bell said.

TATTOOS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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‘The way you dress, it says a lot’ 
Clothing and fashion choices allow students to express themselves and feel free
BY JESSICA VELEZ
Reporter

Photo by Jessica Velez

Victor Ilemobayl, a junior, works on a project in computer 
science class wearing a blue wind breaker, a gray sweater, 
ripped blue jeans and his go-to silver jewelry.

Just a few years ago, junior 
Awa Diallo, like many other 
students, was forced to wear a 
uniform throughout elemen-
tary and middle school. 

But once high school 
began, Diallo found herself 
experimenting with clothing 
and makeup like she never 
had before.

“It was, in a way, liberating 
to know that I have a sense 
of style in mind that suits me 
and my personality, ” said 
Diallo. 

Students’ style has been a 
defining feature around the 
halls of Pike. Every student 
has their own personal style, 
whether it’s sporty, retro, 
gothic, street style or all of 
them combined. Personal 
style can be a great way for 
students to express them-
selves and their emotions, but 
many students struggle with 
finding their own personal 
style that represents them. 

Diallo suggests that the 
best way for students to find 
their own style is to experi-
ment with many different 
styles that they see and enjoy. 

“If you find one you’re set 
on, you can build off of that. 
You want to experiment with 
what you like because one 
style you see on something 
else might not be your style,” 
said Diallo. 

Diallo describes her style 
as dark and edgy with a mix 
of classy. Her favorite outfit 
includes a black dress she 

turned into a skirt, paired 
with a Kurt Cobain shirt. She 
believes that a person’s style 
allows someone to show a dif-
ferent part of themselves. 

“I feel like a lot of people 
don’t see style as a part of 
someone’s identity. The way 
you dress, I feel like that says 
a lot about how you are. You 
could be a very sunny-shine 
person and bubble all around 
and friendly, but you could re-
ally enjoy wearing dark colors, 
and that shows a different 
part of you,” said Diallo. 

English teacher Annette 

Merritt, who describes her 
work style as casual profes-
sional, has seen over the years 
that the styles of students 
progresses as students get to 
know themselves and what 
they enjoy more.

“I think the styles we 
choose to dress in (convey a) 
message of what we value, 
how we want to project who 
we are to others and how we 
like to see ourselves. I think 
it changes over the years. We 
get to know our personalities 
and the style of how we like 
to dress,” said Ms. Merritt. 

Junior Victor Ilemobayl, 
who combines vintage and 
modern clothing, has been 
spicing up his outfits with sil-
ver jewelry such as bracelets, 
necklaces and earrings. To add 
a little vintage style to his out-
fits, he likes to wear blue jeans 
and cuff them at the bottom 
or tuck his shirt into his jeans. 
He also enjoys wearing low-
topped shoes like Converse or 
Nike Air Force 1. He believes 
that knowing yourself is the 
first step to building your own 
personal style. 

“Find yourself and find 
what fits you more. You can 
find things you like and find 
other things that combine 
well with them. You don’t 
want to look like everyone 
else because if you look like 
everybody else, then there’s 
nothing special about your 
style,” said Ilemobayl. 

Junior Christopher Mitch-
ell enjoys more of a sporty 
look. He gets most of his style 
inspiration from LeBron James 
and his favorite shoe brand 
is Jordan. His favorite cloth-
ing items are his shoes, and 
he’s well known for wearing 
pieces that many people don’t 
have, including his Christian 
Louboutin red bottom shoes.

“Look for things that you 
don’t see people wearing. If 
you like it and you don’t see 
many people wearing it, then 
wear it you could start some-
thing new,” said Mitchell. 

Mitchell also sees the value 

SEE STYLE ON PAGE 12
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Axolotls and geckos and pythons, oh my!
Students and teachers explain what it’s like to care for an exotic pet

december 2019

Pets. Everyone has them. 
Dogs, cats, hamsters, rabbits, 
guinea pigs. But what about 
the pets that almost no one 
would think about buying?

“Iris is very curious, and she 
likes to explore my room. I let 
her climb into my sweaters 
and I like putting her in my 
(shirt) neck and hanging out 
with her,” said junior Xochitl 
Castellon, who owns a ball 
python named Iris.

She explained how her 
snake likes to cuddle like any 
other pet and how easy it is to 
take care of her.

“It’s really low mainte-
nance. I just have to feed her 
and clean her cage once a 
week. She is active some days 
more than others, but when 
she wants to come out (of her 
cage), she makes it clear, and 
I take her out and play with 
her,” said Castellon.

Many Pike students and 
teachers have exotic pets, 
including biology teacher 
Hannah Sauce, who has two 
axolotls named Toothless and 
Fury. An axolotl is similar to a 
salamander.

The reptiles were given to 
her by a retired teacher, and 
she put them in her classroom 
for her students to observe 
and learn about.

“They’re really fun, and I 
think they like being in here 
because they can see every-
body,” Ms. Sauce said.

Junior Anna MacBain also 
has axolotls, along with about 
28 other pets, she said.

“I have two dogs, three 
cats, a pufferfish, a goldfish, at 
least 17 beta fish, a fan-footed 

gecko, two crusted geckos, a 
turtle, a tadpole, and I have an 
axolotl,” said MacBain.

When asked why she 
wanted so many pets, she 
explained that she used to 
collect pets with her dad. 

“I have different tank set-
ups for all of my animals with 
different filters and gravel. 
I have to carry at least five 
gallons of water a day to clean 
them out. It’s a lot, but I like 
doing it,” she said.

Although many teachers 

and students have exotic pets, 
most of them agree that it’s 
easier to bond with a furry 
creature like a dog or cat.

“Dogs were the first 
animals that we ever were do-
mesticated with, and so we’ve 
developed relationships with 
dogs,” said Patrick Kean, a so-
cial studies teacher who owns 
dogs, chickens and goats.

On the other hand, Joshua 
Mott, who teaches environ-
mental science and who owns 
a bearded dragon named 
Ester and a corn snake named 
Igneous, believes that it’s 
just as easy to bond with his 
reptile pets than if he had a 
dog or cat.

“Do they come when I call 
them? No. Do they recognize 
me? I don’t know. Are they as 
personable as a cat or dog? 
No. But they’re also not as 
needy, which is one reason 
why I have them,” said Mr. 
Mott.

Risa Flight, secretary to 
the principal, also shared 
why having an exotic pet is 
so great. She has a cockatiel 
named Willow.

“They’re very personable 
and they like to be around 
people, so they’re really good 
pets,” Mrs. Flight said.

Reporter
BY BAILEY RENT

Photo courtesy of Risa Flight

Willow, a cockatiel belonging to Risa Flight, receives a 
snack. Mrs. Flight, the principal’s secretary, said the birds 
are “very personable, so they’re really good pets.”

Multilingual 
by choice

BY NADIA VALLADARES-
CAMACHO
Reporter 

Sophomore Caleb Bailey 
remembers learning in sixth 
grade that he was Afro-Por-
tugese. This was a moment 
that would stay with him. The 

knowledge sparked Bailey’s 
interest in learning new lan-
guages and wanting to learn 
more about his culture.  

“I am Afro-Portugese and I 
want to connect to my roots,” 
said Bailey.     

Bailey is one of many 
students who want to un-
derstand other cultures and 

therefore take an interest in 
learning multiple languages.

 Bailey is mostly self-
taught. His aunt teaches him 
Spanish and he learns Portu-
guese and Italian from books 
and apps on his phone over 

SEE LANGUAGE ON PAGE 11

Why some students 
teach themselves 
new languages 
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PART-TIME CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Photo by Akaiya Bryant

Senior Destinee Harris helps a customer while working her 
part-time job at Hotbox Pizza. Harris said balancing school 
with a job requires some strategies. “When I don’t have 
work, I really like to use that time to focus on projects or 
finishing up some homework,” she said. Business teacher 
Lance Garvin said having a job helps students see what 
skills they need “to survive in the real world.” 

survive in life. 
“Having a job gives stu-

dents an opportunity to step 
outside of school and see 
what kind of skills are neces-
sary to survive in the real 
world,” he said. 

Mr. Garvin also stated that 
having a job is beneficial for 
students because it teaches 
students time management 
skills. 

Senior Destinee Harris has 
been working at Hotbox Pizza 
for about a year. While she 
is involved in extracurricular 
activities, she utilizes her free 
time by getting caught up 
on homework or any assign-
ments she may have. 

“When I don’t have prac-
tice or have work, I really like 
to use that time to focus on 
projects or finishing up on 
some homework,” she said. 

Sophomore Jamianna 
Banks spends most of her 
weekends babysitting as a 

part-time job. This gives her 
extra cash so she doesn’t have 
to depend on others. It also 
keeps her busy. She babysits 
only on the weekends or 
during the summer so while 
in school, she can focus and 
make sure a lot of her work 
gets completed.

“While focusing on school 
and babysitting, I like to keep 
the (two) separate,” she said.

Junior Amairani Lopez-
Vallejo, who has been work-
ing at the consignment shop 
Once Upon A Child since 
January, applied for a job 

because she wanted some 
independence. 

“I wanted money and I was 
tired of always depending on 
my parents,” she said.

Lopez said balancing work 
and school can be stressful. 

“Sometimes, I get put in 

situations where I may have 
an important test and I’ve 
been scheduled to work that 
day.

“That puts a lot of pressure 
on me because I want to do 
so well on both things,” she 
said.

‘I wanted money and 
I was tired of always 
depending on my 
parents.’
-Amairani Lopez-Vallejo, a 
junior, on why she obtained 
a part-time job

BUSINESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

financially. 
“They would promote me 

on social media and (by) word 
of mouth, and through that 
I would get more clientele,” 
Lawrence said. 

Lawrence mostly serves 
clients in her home for special 
events such as Homecoming, 
Prom and birthdays. 

Zariah Cooks, a junior 
known as Soflyriah on Insta-
gram, said her biggest ob-
stacles were setting her price 
points and sticking to them. 
She designs logos, business 
cards and other things for 
businesses. 

“A lot of my business 
comes from other businesses,” 

Cooks said. 
Cooks has no trouble 

balancing school and work 
as she usually only works on 
her designs outside of school. 
She gets most of her clientele 
from her uncle, who is an 
engineer and features her on 
his website. 

“I take orders outside of 

school, so it doesn’t interfere 
with (school),” she said. 

Spence believes that 
anyone wanting to start a 
business should be as original 
as possible. 

“You can always get better. 
You might start off bad, but 
once you start getting that 
motivation and those people 
supporting you, then it’s like, 
things can get better,” Spence 
said. 

Spells is a mostly self 
taught nail tech but also 
credited her aunt for teaching 
her the proper techniques. 
Her father also helped her buy 
some of her starter equip-
ment. 

Michael Bankert, a business 
teacher, believes that when 
starting your own business, 

you should be prepared for 
failure. 

“Be prepared to fail mul-
tiple times and keep going,” 
Mr. Bankert said. 

He believes that you need 
to know the ins and out of 
your business, plus account-
ing and marketing strategies. 

Most of the time, your first 
business is not successful, 
which is why being an entre-
preneur takes persistence, Mr. 
Bankert said.

Lawrence’s hardest ob-
stacle was coming out of her 
shell in order to provide the 
best experience possible. 
Many of her loyal customers 
are very close friends with her. 

“(They are the) people I 
connect with the most,” Law-
rence said. 

‘You might start off 
bad, but once you start 
getting those people 
supporting you, things 
can get better.’
-Ajaylin Spence, a senior, on 
starting  your own business
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themselves. 
“We didn’t chose this pro-

fession to make money,” said 
Jennifer Melton, who teaches 
first grade at Eagle Creek 
Elementary and attended the 
rally. “We chose it to change 
lives. We chose it to help chil-
dren succeed in life. However, 
35 grand is not a living wage 
and we as teachers work way 
too hard to have to take up a 
second or third job to support 
ourselves.’’ 

The rally, nicknamed “Red 
for Ed,” had hopes of raising 
the average starting teacher 
salary to $50,000 a year.

The issue particularly hit 
home at Pike as teachers 
discovered their contracts 
did not ensure they’d receive 
a raise in salary every year 
like most teachers in other 
schools do. Chemistry teacher 
Christopher Ludy, a member 
of the Pike Teachers’ Union, 
hopes to amend that prob-
lem as the union works with 
the district on drafting a new 
contract. 

“These issues have been 
making teachers at Pike upset 
for years,” he said. “However, 
I think it’s really come to a 
tipping point this year. It’s im-
portant we get a new contract 
approved. Otherwise, Pike 
is just going to keep losing 
good teachers.”

However, the issue isn’t just 
teacher pay. Pike teachers also 
attended the rally with hopes 
of abolishing standardized 
tests. 

“My students’ ability to 
learn and my ability to teach 
shouldn’t be judged by a test 
made by people who have 
never had to teach before. 
It’s not fair to teachers and 
it’s certainly not fair to our 

students,” said government 
teacher Andy Lawrence, 
who attended the rally with 
his wife, Robin Lawrence, a 
behavioral specialist at Eagle 
Creek Elementary, and their 
two children, who attend 
Brownsburg schools. 

Mr. Ludy said he wants 
students to know they have 
the power to make changes, 
as well. He encourages stu-
dents old enough to vote to 
be careful who they vote for, 
and to email state legislators 
and senators about education 
policies. 

“Students need to know 
this affects them to and that 
they to have the power to 
make change,” he said.

Mrs. Melton shared that 
sentiment, saying that she 
wants to make sure that her 
students know they have the 
ability to make a change. 

“I have been teaching at 
public schools for thirteen 
years,” she added. “I attended 
a public school. My children 
will attend public schools and 
I will continue to fight for the 
rights of public education.”

Photo by Audra Manahan

Lisa DeaKyne, a teacher at 
New Augusta South Elemen-
tary School, holds a sign 
during the Red for Ed rally 
at the Statehouse.

the summer. He also is inter-
ested in learning languages to 
be able to travel. He plans to 
go to Portugal, Brazil, Spain, 
Puerto Rico and all over South 
America. 

Freshman Ellie Dunlevy is 
also learning new languages. 
She started learning languag-
es while she lived in Argentina 
until she was 6 years old be-
cause her parents were mis-
sionaries there. She became 
semi-fluent in Spanish while 
living there, but lost most of 
her Spanish when she moved 
back to the United States. 

“It’s important to my fam-
ily to understand how other 
people live and what their life 
is like so that we can have a 
better understanding of the 
world,” Dunlevy said.

Her family values lan-
guages 
and other 
cultures 
because 
they love 
the diversity 
and want to 
be exposed 
to the 
cultures and 
customs of 
others, she said.

Dunlevy is also learn-
ing French and perfecting 
her Spanish at school and 
through an app on her phone. 
She plans to learn many more 
languages, including German. 

“I’m up for anything,” said 
Dunlevy. 

The more languages you 
learn, the easier it becomes to 
learn additional languages. A 
benefit of being multilingual 
is that it’s often a job require-
ment, said Jenny DiVincenzo, 
an English as a New Language 
teacher.

LANGUAGE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 “I think that in learning 
more languages, you are able 
to understand different peo-
ple and cultures, and students 
can travel to other countries 
and meet different types of 
people,” said Ms. DiVincenzo.

Senior Jemima Luntadila 
also speaks multiple languag-
es, as she moved to many 
places as a child, including Eu-
rope and Africa. She was born 
in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and then moved to 
Austria because her mom got 
married there.

She enjoys learning about 
new cultures and languages 
because she sees it as an 
experience in which she can 
interact with more people.

“ You can compare it to an 
adventure. It’s very fun to be 
able to communicate with so 
many different people,” she 
said.

Lunta-
dila speaks 
English, 
French and 
Lingala, 
which is 
a Bantu 
language 
spoken 
widely in 
the Congo. 
She is also 

learning Korean. 
Luntadila’s grandfather 

speaks multiple languages, 
although he isn’t specific with 
her about how many. He was 
the CEO of an airport and 
traveled to many places for 
his job. She said she wants to 
outdo her grandfather and 
speak more languages than 
him. 

Amy DeLeon, a sopho-
more, fluently speaks Spanish 
but wants to learn French.

“I think it would be an easy 
way to start,” DeLeon said. 

‘You can compare it to 
an adventure.’
-Senior Jemima Luntadila, on 
how it feels to learn multiple 
languages
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in displaying your style to 
other people.

“Style expresses people 
and how they feel. I like bright 
colors and I wear them, and 
that shows that I have energy 
and I’m active,” said Mitchell. 

English teacher Carla Taylor 
believes that the basis of style 
is confidence.  You have to 
feel good about what you 
wear, she said.

Ms. Taylor sees high school 
as a trial and error process for 
students as they progress and 
begin to learn more about 
where they want to go and 
who they want to become. 

“It’s not until your sopho-
more or junior year of college 
where you figure out who 
you are, what you want to 
become, how you want the 
world to see you, and that’s 
when you begin to identify 
with that style of clothing,” 
said Ms. Taylor. 

Junior Niya Carter gets 
inspiration from celebri-
ties, such as Yara Shahidi, an 
actress, model and activist. 
Carter’s go-to outfit is a blue 
jacket, Vans shoes, a T- shirt, 
her favorite necklace, her gold 
nose ring and a scrunchie that 
pulls her hair back in a slick 
back ponytail. Carter’s advice 
for helping students find their 
own personal style is to find 
stores that supply clothing 
items they enjoy and would 
wear. 

“If you know you like to 
shop at one store, find similar 
stores,” said Carter. 

For Carter, someone’s style 
can show what they’re into 
and what kind of person they 
are.

“It allows me to show my 
personality: laid back and 

Photo by Jessica Velez

Junior Tyrone Beladja works 
on a laptop during math 
class while wearing Nike Air 
Max 97s. They are his favor-
ite type of shoe. “Don’t try 
to fit in with everyone else,” 
Beladja said. “You don’t 
want to be one of those 
people.”

chill. There’s certain things I 
can’t wear because that’s just 
not me,” said Carter.

Junior Tyrone Beladja 
believes that one of the most 
important things about some-
one’s style is uniqueness.

“Don’t try to fit in with 
everyone else, because you 
can walk down the hallways 
and see three different people 
wearing the same thing. You 
don’t want to be one of those 
people,” said Beladja.

His favorite outfit is black 
jeans, white Nike socks with 
Air Max 97s and a blue shirt 
with a jean jacket.  

“If you want people to look 
at you and see a true you, you 
should dress how you want to 
dress and not how everyone 
else is dressed,” said Beladja.

FRESHMEN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

“Sure, (teachers are) going 
to hammer you with things. 
You need to break it down. If 
you think about it, it’s easier 
to take the little steps than 
just taking one giant step,” 
said Newcomb. 

Freshman Casandra 
Cavazos, also aiming for the 
honors diploma, finds it is a 
lot harder to balance school 
and swimming in high school 
than in middle school. Like 
other freshman athletes, she 
struggles with time manage-
ment and homework. 

“Sometimes I put to much 
into swimming, and not into 
school. I don’t really keep it 
balanced,” she said.

Freshman Ernesto Bermu-
dez, a tennis player, also finds 
that sports at the high school 
level are more competitive. 
In middle school, Bermudez 
was first singles in varsity, 
and now he is one of the 
last on the JV tennis team. 
Although Bermudez had 
to go to practice and finish 
homework, he found time to 
do it before practice started at 
3 p.m. The most challenging 
days for Bermudez were game 
days. During these days, time 
management was a big thing, 
he said. The event didn’t finish 
until every player completed 
their match; sometimes, the 
event didn’t end until 8 p.m. 

“Time management is re-
ally important, but I still need 
to work on that. Another skill 
is perseverance, so you can 
get through it,” he said.

Freshman Erica La Mar 
played four sports in middle 
school: swimming, track, cross 
country and cheerleading. 
This year, she will focus on 
swimming. La Mar is taking a 

study hall to help her man-
age her time and homework. 
When she gets home after 
practice, she puts her phone 
away and begins her home-
work; this has helped keep 
her on task, she said. 

“Motivation drives me to 
always be better, and that 
applies to both swimming 
and school. So for swimming, 
I try to go my fastest, and for 
school, I try to get all my work 
done and try my best,” said La 
Mar.

Freshman Carlos Diaz 
joined the football team in 
middle school, and this year 
he played not only on the 
freshman football team but 
the varsity team, as well. 

A challenge for him is 
finishing his homework and 
trying to keep his grades up. 
Before practice, Diaz attends 
study tables, where players 
can get work completed. 
Although sometimes this 
is helpful, he still has more 
homework to complete at 
home. Football has also 
pushed Diaz to work harder in 
his classes by requiring him to 
have a GPA of 2.0 or higher. 

Freshman Eleanor Holo-
han, who runs cross country 

SEE FRESHMEN ON PAGE 13

Reporters
Coricia Allen
Anna Barron
Akaiya Bryant
Symone Cloyd
Alayna Demery
Jordan Garcia
Corey Jones
Audra Manahan

Bailey Rent 
Nadia 
Valladares-
Camacho
Nadia Watkins
Editor
Jessica Velez
Adviser
Carolina Bouza

2019-2020 Pike Hi-Life staff



13december 2019
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Freshman Ernesto Bermudez writes on the board during 
Spanish class. Bermudez plays tennis and has to balance 
sports with academics during his first year of high school.

Photo by Jordan Garcia

and track, said playing sports 
while pursuing an Interna-
tional Baccalaureate diploma 
is challenging. Her AP world 
history class is particularly 
tough. There are nights she 
doesn’t go to sleep until 1 
a.m., even though her goal is 
to be asleep by 10.

“We have 10 pages to read, 
and they’re long. Taking notes 
after you come home, you’re 
exhausted, and you already 
did a full workout. It’s kind 
of challenging to want to do 
that, and stay motivated, and 
do it well,” said Holohan. 

Freshman Caleb Garrity, a 
swimmer, said practices at this 
level are more rigorous. He 
said it is difficult to manage 
studies and sports because he 
suffers from attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder, or 
ADHD. 

A habit that helps him stay 
focused is taking his phone 
downstairs while he does 
homework upstairs. 

“My grades are sort of 
slipping because I’m taking 
time out of my day, time that 
I could be studying and doing 
homework, for swimming. 
I mean, it’s beneficial to my 
health, but not helpful for my 
grades,” said Garrity. 
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